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Objectives and content of the 
presentation

Provide interested stakeholders an opportunity to learn more 
about the future of the Digital European Sky programme (SESAR 3 
JU) expected to be kicked off at the end of this year

Content:
 Context 
 Activities and outputs of the Digital European Sky
 Budget
 Next steps
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Overall activity plan 2021-2031
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2021 2031203020292025 2028202720262022 20242023

SESAR 2020 programme 
(ops)

Digital European Sky calls for proposals

S2020-S3 content transition

SESAR 2020 completion (adm) SESAR 2020 project audits

Digital European Sky R&I programme and operational activities

SESAR 3 JU

DES project audits

Mid-term reviewMid-term review

SESAR JU – SESAR 3 JU

admin transition



Refined Innovation Pipeline
More “outcome driven”
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THE DIGITAL EUROPEAN SKY PROGRAMME

SINGLE EUROPEAN SKY

DIGITAL SKY 
DEMONSTRATORS

(TRL 7-8)

EXPLORATORY 
RESEARCH
(TRL 0-2)

INDUSTRIAL 
RESEARCH AND 

VALIDATION
(TRL 3-6)
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ATM MASTER PLAN

FAST-TRACK INNOVATION & UPTAKE 
(TRL 2-7)

DIGITAL EUROPEAN 
SKY PROGRAMME 

OUTCOMES

• SESAR Solutions
• Industrialised 

products
• Input to standards 

and regulations
• Accelerated market 

uptake

SRIA

Horizon Europe funding
(directly managed by SESAR 3 JU)

CEF funding
(in cooperation with CINEA)



Implementation approach
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Selection of proposals based 
on ranking list up to budget 
ceiling with reserve list

MAWP –> AWP 2022 EC Funding & Tender opportunities portal

ProposalsSESAR 3 portfolio of projects

Independent 
experts evaluation



Budget breakdown – EU funding
Budget breakdown per call
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2021 203020292025 2028202720262022 20242023

171 M€

S3ER2

S3ER3

S3ER4

S3IR2

S3IR3

171 M€

85 M€

60 M€

23,75 M€

23,75 M€

23,75 M€

23,75 M€

S3ER1

S3IR1

S3DSD1

S3DSD2 111 M€



Fundamental
Research

ATM Application-
oriented Research Industrial Research Digital Sky Demonstrators

Connected and 
automated ATM

Air-ground 
integration and 
autonomy

Capacity on 
demand and 
dynamic airspace

U-space and 
urban air mobility

Virtualisation and 
cyber-secure data 
sharing

Multimodality 
and passenger 
experience

Aviation green 
deal

Artificial 
intelligence for 
aviation

Civil-military 
interoperability 
& coordination

Fast Track Innovation 
and Uptake

WA3 KTN (3,75M€)

ER IR DSD*

WA1 TA (4 M€)

Budget allocation principles for the first calls – new approach

* DSD activities are subject of 
specific calls for proposals 
managed by CINEA

WA1  
10M€

WA2  
10M€

WA4 
35 M€ 

WA3

62 
M€

WA6

P
h
a
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e 

C

25 
M€

WA2 
30 M€

WA5 

15 M€
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DSD1b
111 
M€

DSD1a
60 
M€



SESAR 3 JU governance
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Executive Director

Governing Board

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BODY

Advises 

Reports to 

STATES’ REPRESENTATIVES  
GROUP

Relationship:

As per SBA

Possibility for the GB to establish a Programme Committee reporting to the ED



Next steps (tentative timeline)

November-DecemberNovember-December

Develop MAWP (SJU)

Secure formal adoption of the MAWP

With parties that signed the LoC:

SBA adopted 
by Council

9

Until OctoberUntil October

GB adopts MAWP

GB adopts AWP 
2021 and AWP 2022

SeptemberSeptember

Secure adoption of the AWP 2022 
(financing decision for first calls)

Partnership Agreement agreed 
between candidate Members
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Develop PA (candidate 
Members)

LoC signed by 
founding Members



Thank you very much 
for your attention!
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